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SUBJECT:  Operational  Report  -  Lessons  Learned,  Headquarters,  212th  Lumb.ii 

Aviation  Battalion,  Period  Ending  II  October  1469  (U) 

SEE  DISTRIBUTION 


1.  Subject  report  is  forwarded  for  review  and  evaluation  in  accordance 
with  paragraph  4b,  AR  525-15.  Evaluations  and  corrective  actions  should 
be  reported  to  ACSF0R  0T  UT,  Operational  Reports  Branch,  within  90  days 
of  receipt  of  covering  letter. 


2.  Information  contained  in  this  report  is  provided  to  insure  appropriate 
benefits  in  the  future  from  lessons  learned  during  current  operations  and 
may  be  adapted  for  use  in  developing  training  material. 


BY  ORDER  OF  THE  SECRETARY  OF  THE  ARMY: 


1  IncI 
as 


<JT. 

KENNETH  G.  WICKHAM 
Major  General,  USA 
The  Adjutant  General 
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US  Continental  Army  Command 
US  Army  Combat  Developments  Command 

US  Army  Materiel  Command 
Commandant  s 
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US  Army  Command  and  General  Staff  College 
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US  Army  Aviation  School 
US  Army  Combat  Surveillance  School 
US  Army  Electronic  Warfare  School 
US  Army  Engineer  School 
US  Army  Field  Artillery  School 
US  Army  Infantry  School 
US  Army  Intelligence  School 
US 


Army  Missile  and  Munitions  School 
US  Army  Ordnance  School 
US  Army  Signal  School 
US  Army  Southeastern  Signal  School 
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DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  ARM 

Headquarters  212th  Combat  Aviation  Battalion 
"Wings  of  Freedom" 

APO  SF  963li9 


AVBACF-BC  21  November  1969 

SUBJECT:  Operational  Report  -  Lossono  Learned  of  the  212th  Combat  Aviation 

Battalion  for  the  period  ending  31  October  1969,  RCS  CSFOR-65  (R2)(U) 


2 - CO,  USARPAC 

3- CG,  USARV 

5-CG,  1st  Aviation  Brigade 
1-ea,  CO,  212bh  Avn  Bn  (CBT) 


1.  (C)  Operations;  Significant  Activities: 

a.  The  unit  mission  of  the  131st  SAC  was  expanded  to  include  three 
infrared  and  two  SLAR  missions.  The  origin,  and  location  of  this  mission 
is  classified  SECRET. 


b.  The  unit  mission  of  the  220th  RAC  o  longer  includes  support  of 
the  3d  Marine  Division  (redeployed  outside  RVN) . 

c.  Organizational  structure  and  location  are  listed  in  inclosure  1. 

d.  Personnel  changes  of  command  and  principal  staff  positions  within 
the  battalion  for  the  reporting  period  are  listed  in  incloauro  2. 

e.  The  212th  CAB  and  subordinate  units  authorized  and  present  for 
duty  strength  arc  listed  in  inclosurc  3* 

f.  Typo  aircraft,  number  authorized  and  on  hand  for  battalion  and 
subordinate  units  are  listod  in  inclocure  24. 


g.  Results  of  operations  conducted  by  subordinate  units  during  this 
reporting  period  are  in  inclosure  £. 

.  h.  During  this  reporting  poriod  the  212th  CAB  engaged  in  operations 
against  the  enemy  on  92  consecutive  days  flying  a  total  of  l4f>,68l  sorties. 

i.  Events  of  Historical  Significance; 


(1) 

FOR  OT  UT 

694178 

Inclosure 


The  following  attacks  on  friendly  installations  took  place. 
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SUBJECT:  Operational  Report  -  Lessons  Learned  of  the  212th  Combat  Aviation 

Brttalion  for  the  period  ending  31  October  1969,  RCS  CSFOR-65  (R2)(U) 

(a)  On  12  Aug  69  at  0325  hrs,  the  area  occupied  by  units  of 
this  corranand  at  Marble  Mountain  Air  Facility  received  20  rounds  of  82mm 
inortar  fire.  The  attack  lasted  approximately  l'ive  minutes  and  resulted  in 
heavy  damage  to  one  0V-1;  light  damage  to  one  OV-1,  one  UH-1B,  one  UH-1D, 
cne  UH-1H,  and  four  0-1:  Light  shrapnol  damage  to  one  officers  billet, 
seven  buildings,  and  one  latrine;  light  shrapnel  damage  to  three  3/h  ton 
trucks  and  one  serai -truck  van;  moderate  damage  to  two  2^g  ton  shop  vans  and 
one  3/1*  ton  truck:  Temporary  loss  of  irire  communications  from  1TAGI6  ;md 
HHC  to  Battalion  CP.  Tw>"  aviators  were  seriously  wounded.  Two  crewchiefs 
received  minor  wounds. 

(b)  On  6  Sep  69  at  0150  hrs,  the  area  occupied  by  unit3 

of  this  command  at  Marble  Mountain  Air  Facility  received  thirty-two  rounds 
of  S2irm  m.  rtar  fire.  The  attack  lasted  approximately  fifteen  minutes  and 
resulted  in  light  damage  to  orio  0V-1,  one  U6-A,  one  UII-1D,  four  UH-1B,  and 
five  UH-IH'3;  light  shrapnel  damngo  to  twelve  buildings  and  one  air cr, aft 
hanger;  heavy  damage  to  one  building.  Wire  communications  lost  between 
HmC  and  1st  Platoon  21st  RAC.  Five  pilots  and  tiircc  EI1  were  wounded. 

(c)  On  3  Nov  69  the  area  occupied  by  units  cf  this  command 
at  Marblo  Mountain  Air  Facility  received  nine  rounds  of  82mm  inert  sir  fire. 

The  attack  lasted  approximately  four  minutes  and  resulted  in  li,  ht  dam a  c 
to  one'  UH-1B,  cne  UH-1D,  and  five  VH-lH's;  moderate  damage  to  one  UH-1H; 
heavy  damvc  to  inc  UH-1B  and  cne  UH-1H;  li'  ht  damag.e  tc  one  M151  Jeep, 
one  aircraft  hanger,  tiv  buildings,  one  ocnex  container,  and  one  barrel 
bunker.  One  class  A  line  was  destroyed;  partial  loss  of  class  B.  Five 

were  wounded. 

(2)'  Missing  Personnel:  16  October  1969,  at  approximately  21*00  hours 
local  time  Spud  18  (0V-1B,  61*-"-U2l*2)  was  last  heard  from  by  radio 
transmission  tc  the  control  ship.  Spud  18  was  about  to  depart  the  mission 
area  (Classified  area  of  operations) •  Spud  18  is  being  carried  as  missing 
as  of  this  date.  An  extensivo  SAR  effort  began  at  sunrise  on  the  17th  of 
October  but  to  no  avail.  It  was  terminated  after  the  third  day.  The  crew 


PILOT  -  BOOTH,  LAWRENCE  R.,  230-52-2290,  OPT 

1.0.  -  HATPIN,  DENNIS  K.,  351-1*1-6965,  SPU 

(3)  The  following  significant  flifht  operations  occurcd  during  the 
reporting  period. 

(a)  On  2  August  1969,  four  Black  Cat  "slicks"  and  a  heavy 
fire  town  of  Alleycat  gunships  from  the  282d  AHC  made  a  combat  assault  into 
an  area  ten  miles  east  of  Hoi  An.  250  troops  were  lifted  into  grid 
coordinates  BT -0711*77.  The  Landing  Zone  was  propped  with  artillery 
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and  tactical  air  support.  In  addition  the  Alleycats  gave  suppressive  fue 
just  prior  to  the  arrival  of  the  troop  carryirr;  ships.  No  fire  was  received 
durinp  this  mission.  BDA  unknown. 

(b)  On  3  August  1969,  a  light  fire  team  of  the  Alleycats 
gunships  departed  Marble  Mountain  Air  Facility  to  fly  escort  for  a  CH 
5^A.  During  the  escort  the  Alleycats  lead  ship  observed  enemy  positions  at 
grid  coordinates  ZC  187369.  They  received  clearance  to  fire  from  Devin 
Credit,  resulting  in  two  enemy  KBA's. 

(c)  On  8  August  1969  approximately  0930  hours  i’Ol  Robert  J. 
Anderson,  a  pilot  of  the  21st  Avn  Co  (UA)  was  performing  a  visual  rocennais- 
sanco  mission  oast  of  LZ  Baldy  when  he  observed  approximately  23  NVA  soldiers 
walking  in  a  treeline  and  on,  aped  them  with  artillery  fire  from  two  batteries 
simultaneously.  A  c"rcop  of  the  area  revested  13  dead  NVA  soldiers  and 
numerous  blood  trails. 

(d)  On  12  Au,*ust  1969,  a  UH-1B  pur. ship  wf  the  282d  Alleycats 
departed  MMAF  to  fly  visual  recon  with  a  LOH.  The  gunship  observed  .and 
engaged  enemy  at  arid  coordinated  AT  9037h3,  with  results  cf  1  KBA  and  1  WUA, 

(c)  On  lh  August  1969,  a  UH--1B  g-tnohip  cf  the  2S2d  Alleycats 
flew  visual  rccon  of  the  Da  Nang  Racket  Belt  with  a  LCH.  The  Alleycats 
observed  active  rockets  sites  at  grid  coordinate.;  AT  9267,  received 
clearance  tc  fire  cn  enemy  position.  Results  wore  three  secondary  explosion*, 
and  unknown  BDA. 

(f)  On  13  August  1969,  a  light  fire  team  was  scrambled  by 
Lopez  35  for  troops  in  c> ntact  at  grid  coordinates  ZC  2lUl.  The  Alleycats 
were  credited  with  two  KBA. 

(g)  On  18  August  1969,  four  UH-1H  "slicks"  and  two  [-unships 
of  the  282d  Aviation  Company  (Assault  Helicopter)  flew  an  ARVM  troop  lift 
of  J.30  troops  into  a  Landing  Zone  at  grid  coordinates  AT  9^0705.  The 
Alleycats  propped  the  Landing  Zone  with  suppressive  fire  before  the  "slicks" 
landed.  No  fire  was  received  during  this  mission.  BDA  unknown. 

(h)  On  23  August  1969,  a  light  fire  team  of  the  282d  Alleycats 
wore  scrambled  by  Lopez  55  for  troops  in  contact  at  grid  coordinates  AT- 
006601;.  The  mission  ended  with  seven  KBA  and  the  ground  element  capturing 

1  no  B-UO  racket.  At  1200  hours  a  heavy  fire  team  departed  MMAF  to  fly 
escort  fer  swift  beat  operations.  The  Alleycats  provided  suppressive  fire 
on  suspected  eneny  positions  at  grid  coordinates  BT  163521,  with  the 
mission  resulting  in  four  structures  destroyed  and  four  sustained  fires. 

(i)  On  26  August  1969,  a  light  fire  team  was  scrambled  to 
grid  coordinates  AT  865905.  F.nemy  movement  was  reported  to  the  Alleycats 
from  Long  Point  61.  The  Alleycats  engaged  the  enemy,  resulting  in  one 
rocket  site  destroyed  and  fourteen  KBA. 
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(j)  On  27  August  1969,  the  Alloyeefee  mate  cad  led  upon  to  fly 
escort  for  swift  boat  operations  at  grid  coordinate*  AT  1653 •  Again  the 
Alleycatc  engaged  the  enemy  resulting  in  two  KBA's  and  three  structures  destroyed 

(k)  On  7  September  1969*  the  Alleycats  first  tost  fired  the  new 
K-22  system.  The  rosults  wore  five  bunkers  destroyed  and  on:  damaged. 

(l)  On  9  Soptcmbcr  1969,  a  UH-1H  helicopter  of  the  282d  Aviation 
Company  (Assault  Helicopter)  supportod  the  1st  Ranger  Battalion  with  a 

me  do  vac  ship,,  flying  seven  sorties  into  a  hostile  area  evacuating  twenty 
critically  wounded  AHVN  soldiers.  The  aircraft  received  no  hits  from  the  enemy 
positions. 


(m)  On  10  September  1969,  the  Alleycats  were  called  upon  to  fly 
a  visual  rocon  mission  idth  a  LOH.  The  LOH  observed  onomy  troop  movements  at 
grid  coordinates  AT  925750  and  cleared  the  alleycats  for  fire.  The  results 
were  ten  KBA!s  and  1  WRA.  On  this  date  the  Alleycats  were  called  upon 

by  Rio  Grand  73  for  troops  in  contact  at  grid  coordinates  AT  905723. 

This  scramble  resulted  in  10  more  KBA's. 

(n)  On  16  September  1969,  a  light  firo  team  of  the  282d  Alleycats 
was  scrambled  by  Cotton  Muslem  Alpha  for  troops  in  contact  at  grid  coordinates 
BT  057627.  The  results  were  four  KBA's  and  one  mortar  site  destroyed. 

(0)  On  21  September  1969,  a  ITH-1B  gunship  of  the  282d  Alleycats 
was  callod  upon  to  fly  a  visual  recon  with  a  LOH.  On  thi3  mission  the  Alleycats 
uncovered  a  sizeable  amount  of  enemy  weapons.  Ground  troops  were  called  upon 
to  investigate  the  area.  Results  were  the  capturing  of  one  Hundred  lUOmm 
Rockets  and  launching  tubes,  plus  assorted  mortar  rounds  at  grid  Coordinates 
BT  070625. 

(p)  On  22  September  1969,  a  UH-1B  gunship  of  the  282d  Alleycats 
departed  MMAF  to  fly  as  escort  for  a  LOH  on  a  visual  reoon  of  the  Da  Nang  Rocket 
Belt.  The  LOH  observed  a  bunker  and  structure  complex  at  grid  coordinates 

AT  183897.  After  rccoiving  clearance  from  Rio  Grand  66,  the  Alleycats 
engaged  and  destroyed  ten  structures  and  four  bunkers,  with  2  KBA's. 

(q)  On  23  September  1969,  a  light  fire  team  from  tho  282d 
Alleycats  was  scrambled  by  Lopez  52  for  oneny  troops  in  the  open.  The 
Alleycats  observed  and  engaged  thirty  people  running  through  rice  paddies. 
Results  were  fourteen  KEA's. 

(r)  On  26  September  1969,  a  heavy  fire  team  of  the  282d  All events 
wore  called  upon  to  escort  swift  boat  operations  at  grid  coordinates  BT  l6ii9. 

The  Alleycats  observed  and  engaged  many  troops,  structures,  bunkers,  and 
sampans  after  receiving  clearance  from  Silk  Point  1,  Mission  resulted  in 
thirty  structures  destroyed,  two  sampans  destroyed,  one  bunker  destroyed, 

and  5  KBA's. 
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(s)  On  1  Or!  bi.r  196b,  light  fire  team  of  the  282d  Allcyc-i s 
departed  I-fl  1AF  to  fly  esc  rri,  f  r  swift  beats.  All  ye  its  observed  and  err/ 

energy  troops,  structure r  and  sampnns  at  grid  coordinates  3T  168U95,  3T 
192130,  and  BT  Ili8lj67,  after  receiving  clearance  from  Red  Horse  Central. 
Kinsioi,  resulted  in  three  structure;,  destroyed  and  twenty-six  KBA's. 


*U 


u* 


(t)  On  7  Or.txlu.r  1969,  a  heavy  fire  tear  cf  the  282d  AlMycat 
/unships  eras  scrarihlr  ^  by  (l.-nh.- 1  Crew  69  for  +.rs;pc  in  contact  at  grid 
c.  ordinates  BT  151(6.  T  ,  ult,s  wen  <  ne.  50  caliber,  er  .automatic  weapons  pwiiie 
ai/itr  y,.d,  one  57rnu  re  collars  rifle  position  destroyed  and  3  KBA's. 


(u)  On  lli  October  1969,  t  hree  L'H-li!  I'lack  Cat  "slicks"  and  fc.  r 
Uii-IB  All  eye, at.  gurships  flew  a  VIP  mission  for  President  Thiou  and  party, 
fission  was  cempL.t,/1  w; ti  ..ut  incident. 


(v)  On  18  Caterer  1969,  a  light 
departed  HKAF  to*  fly  .a, sort  for  swift  boats, 
enemy  movement,  and  structure  <■  mplex.  Rerues 
the  Alleycats  engaged  enemy  targets  at  grid 
of  tins  mission  were  five  .structures  de- strove 
K3A 1 j . 


fir<  team  of  the  282d  Alley rats 
'r‘i;  Alleyc-ats  lc"dsiii  1::  erved 
it.,  rle  .ranee  from  ..rticle  30, 
coordinates  BT  II4O62B.  Rcavl'-s 
d,  tne  sampan  destreyed  and  fi’\. 


(w)  On  20  October  19‘V,  a  li  l:\.  Urn  team  of  the  2°2d  All. yea. t: 
was  scrambled  by  Lope?,  0?.  t'1  grid  coordinates  BT  1151  to  provide  svnpres..iav 
fire  for  Black  Cat  13  in  order  for  Mm  to  com,.;]/ to  a  roodevacuaticn  of  17 
wounded  ARVK  soldiers  ar/'  15  /meric an  soldi ers  in  a  .-joint  operation  four 
miles  east  of  HOI  AH.  mission  results  wen  seven  KBA's. 


(x)  On  2.1,  October  .1969,  a  UH~1B  /unship  of  the  Alleycats  flew 
escort  for  a  LCH  on  a  visual  recon.  The  LOH  observed  enemy  bunker  compl  ,x  at 
arid  coordinates  AT  9569.  Allc-ycats  lealship  received  clearance  frcr.i  Ri.. 

Crandc  69  to  engage  targets.  Results  ;f  mission  were  twe  bunkers  destroyed 
a,"’  five  KBA's. 

(y)  On  28  October  1969,  a  heavy  fire  team  cf  the  282d  Alleycats 
was  scrambled  by  Lopez  63  for  enemy  troops  in  open  rice  paddie  area  and 
suspected  enemy  complex.  After  receiving  clearance  to  engage  the  enemy,  the 
.Jlcycats  rolled  in  to  score  throe  structures  destroyed,  one  tunnel  destroyed, 
and  tv jonty  seven  KBA's. 

(z)  On  SO  October  iM',  1  I  i  .Jit  lire  team  of  the  2H2d  Alleycats 
departed  MHAF  to  escort  swill  boat  operations  at  grid  coordinates  BT  1351.  i be 
first  team  of  Alleycats  called  a  .ecotid  team  to  assist  in  engaging  the 

enemy  complex.  Results  of  this  mission  were  eleven  structures  destroyed 
and  eight  KBA's. 
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CONFIDENTIAL 


AVBACF-BC 

SUBJECT:  Operational  Report  -  Lessens  Learned,  of  the  ZLPhh  Combat  Aviation 

Battalion  for  the  period  ending  j.e  October  1969,  RCS  CSFCR-6^  (R2)C’) 

2.  (C)  Lessons  Learned:  Ctmniccndcrs  Observations,  Evaluations,  and 

Recommendations.  *  ’  ’  '  ” 


a.  Fcrsonncl :  None 

b .  Intelligence :  None 
c  .  Opernti on3 : 

(1)  Airfield  Safety  Surveys: 

(a)  Observation:  Due  to  the  congestion  of  most  Army  Airfields, 
the  use  of  well  defined  taxi  lines  is  necessary  for  adequate  obstruction 
clearance  during  prcauid  peratiens.  Since  revetments  arc  rcciuired  fur  parking 
aircraft,  tu  minimise  aircraft  damage  in  event  of  cncry  mortar  or  rocket 
attack,  there  is  also  the  need  f..r  fixed  chocks  to  prevent  the  possibility 

of  ground  crers  pushing  the  aircraft  into  the  rear  i  r  sidewalls  of  the  r;vctr.;:r 

(b)  evaluations :  Linos  should  be  painted  fc-r  ground  ope rations 
to  include  center  line  and  wing  tip  references  for  pilots,  ground,  eper-Um 
and  ground  [  ui.'cs  to  insure  obstruction  clearance.  In  the  revetments 
construct  fixed  checks  to  prevent  the  pushing  of  the  aircraft  into  the 

rear  or  sides  of  the  revetments.  A  center  line  should  be  painted  for  nose 
\  heel  or  tail  wheel  reference  in  parking  aircraft  in  revetments. 

(c)  Recommendations:  All  units  evaluate  ground  handling 
procedures  concernin'  aircraft. 

(d)  Command  Action:  This  Command  has  adopted  those  rcr mrc;  >.■' ior 
(2)  POL  Areas: 

(a)  Observation:  POL  areas,  especially  those  with  PSP  surface 
are  slick  and.  dangerous  when  wet. 

(b)  Evaluation:  Rotary  wing  aircraft  normally  perform 
refueling  operations  with  the  engines  running;  aircraft  passing  the  refueling 
operation  during  windy  conditions  can  cause  movement  of  the  parked  aircraft, 
increasing  the  possibility  of  injury  to  the  crew  and  damage  to  the  aircraft. 

(c)  Recommendation:  POL  areas  be  printed  with  non-skid  paint 
to  reduce  the  probability  of  injury  and  damage. 

(d)  Command  Action:  This  command  has  informed  airfield 
commanders  in  our  area  of  operation  of  the  hazards  and  the  necessity 
for  non-skid  paint  in  POL  areas:  RPM  while  refueling  will  be  discussed 
at  next  USARV  Flight  Standardization  Meeting. 
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AVBACF-BC 

SUBJECT:  Operational  Roptrt  -  Lessons  Learned  o'  th-  212th  Conbat  Aviation 

Battalion  for  the  period  ending  31  Oct(  oor  1969,  RCS  CSFOR-65  (R2)(U) 

d«  Organization:  None 

e.  Training : 

(1)  Technical  Observer  Training: 

(a)  Observation:  Lack  of  knowledge  and  proficiency  on  the 
part  of  observers  on  tho  APS-9U  (Slar  System)  has  been  the  cause  of  several 
mission  aborts. 

(b)  Evaluation:  Classes  need  to  be  given  to  update  the 
observers  on  the  latest  procedures  to  obtain  maximum  proficiency  in  the 
handling  and  operation  of  the  APS-91:  system. 

(c)  Recommendation:  All  units  periodically  give  refresher 
classes  to  all  pertinent  personnel. 

(d)  Command  Action:  This  Command  has  adopted  the  recommendation. 

(2)  Aerial  Observers: 

(a)  Observation:  There  is  a  need  for  trained  aerial 
observers  in  units  supported  by  0-1  reconnaissance  airplane  companies. 

(b)  Evaluation:  Many  scheduled  missions  are  partially  cr 
totally  wasted  due  to  lack  of  trained  observers.  Observers  are  being 
sent  from  supported  units  without,  pjroper  equipment,  and  briefing. 

Observers  are  not  qualified,  but  arc:  picked  from  unit  roster  only  to  fill 
a  mission  requirement. 

(c)  Recommendation:  That  all  units  furnishing  aerial 
observers  insuro  that  these  observers  are  properly  trained. 

(d)  Command  Action:  Utilizing  AR  95“5  1  as  a  guide,  this 
command  has  established  a  training  program  for  aerial  observers. 

f»  Logistics : 

(1)  M-22  Armament  System : 

(a)  Observation:  The  M-22  armament  system,  issrod  to  the  232d 
Aviation  Company  (Assault  Helicopter)  on  a  trial  basis,  is  proving  to  be 
an  excellent  weapon  for  the  destruction  of  bunkers  and  other  "hard"  tnrgcts 
that  the  2.75  FFAR  will  not  penetrate. 
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AVBACF-BC 

Si'BJECT:  Operational  Report  -  Lessons  Learned  of  the  212th  Combat  Aviation 

Battalion  for  the  period  ending  31  October  1969,  RCS  CSFC-R-65  (R2)(U) 

(b)  Evaluation:  Or.e  M-22  system  in  the  gun  platoon  -  ives 
the-  platoon  the  capability  of  destroying  any  type  target  encv.-untcred  in 
the  I  Corps  Tactical  Zone.  The  platoon's  overall  flexibility  is  great ly 
enhanced  by  the  capability  of  hitting  targets  vri.  th  pin-point  accuracy  at 
ranees  up  to  3300  meters. 

(c)  Ro commendation:  The  282d  Aviation  Company  (Assault 
helicopter)  be  allowed  to  continue  to  utilize  the  M-22  armament  system  for 
or.  indefinite  period.  Consideration  be  given  to  placing  one  M-22  system 

'  v.  each  Assault  Helicopter  Company  that  is  operating  in  areas  that  arc- 
known  to  have  numerous  enemy  bunkers  that  are  difficult  to  destroy  with 
the  2. 75  FFAR. 

(d)  Commend  Action:  Request  will  be  submitted  far  koct  i  n 
the  M-22  system  in  the  unit. 

( 2)  The.  AH/VRH-172  Test  Set : 

(a)  Observation:  This  unit  is  authorized  the  AH/VRC-10 
Survival  radio  but  does  not  have  the  test  capability  for  this  radio. 

(h)  Evaluation:  The  only  test  this  unit  can  make  to  determine 
bh_  serviceability  cf  its  AN/VRC-10  radios  is  to  extend  the  antenna  and 
check  for  a  beep  tone,  and  a  rushing  noise.  This  is  a  valid  test  to  insure 
that  ohc  radio  can  in  fact  transmit,  however  it  is  not  a  valid  test  for 
battery  serviceability.  The  AN/vRM-172  test  set  would  enable-  this  unit  to 
perform  a  simple  "Go"  or  "No  C-c"  test  cn  the  batteries  of  the  AN/VRC-10 
survival  radio, 

(c)  Recommendation:  That  the  communications  se-cticn  of  all 
units  be  authorized  the  AN/VRM-172  test  set. 

(d)  Command  Action:  Request  for  authority  to  draw  the  items 
through  sup  ly  channels  will  be  initiated. 

(3)  /jiti  Oscillation  Sighting  System: 

(a)  Observation:  This  unit  is  equiped  with  the  XII  76 
Anti  Oscillation  Sighting  System,  1.5  to  12.0  -ower  telescope  to  provide 
an  expanded  VR  capability. 

(b)  Evaluation:  The  power  unit  component  for  this  piece  of 
equipment  does  not  have  the  necessary  fixtures  for  storing  or  restraining 
it  in  the  aircraft.  It  is  usually  placed  on  the  floor  in  front  of  the 
observer's  seat  where  it  becomes  a  potential  hazard  due  to  the  possibility 
of  fouling  the  controls.  In  addition,  the  unit  is  damaged  by  the  observer's 
feet  and  the  control  switches  are  not  readily  available  to  the  rear  seat 
occupant . 
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AVBACF-BC 

SUBJECT:  Operational  Hop ort  -  Lessons  Learned  of  the-  212th  Combat  Aviation 

Battalion  for  the  poriod  ending  31  Octobor  1969,  RCS  C5FOR-63  (R2)(U) 

(c)  Recommendation:  That  a  simple  rack  or  fixture  be  improvised 
on  the  back  of  the  pilot's  seat  to  provide  a  place  to  fasten  the  power  unit, 
and  store  its  unused  cable  lengths.  This  would  provont  damage  to  the  unit, 
lessen  the  danger  of  fouling  the  aircraft's  controls  plus  locate  the 
switches  in  a  more  convenient  position. 

(d)  Commend  Action:  An  EIR  will  be  initiated. 

g .  Communications :  None 

h.  Material:  Fuel  Leakage  on  U-21A  Aircraft 

(1)  Observation:  The  nacelle  fuel  tank  in  the  U-21A  aircraft  has 
fuel  leakage  preblems . 

(2)  Evaluation:  The  sagging  and  consequent  -wrinkling  of  the 
inner  lining  of  the  tank  is  a  contributing  factor  to  the  leakage,  'when 
the  inner  lining  is  wrinkled  it  will  crack  and  allow  fuel  to  mix  with  the 
self  scaling  compound  between  the  inner  and  cuter  lining.  As  the  fuel 
and  self  sealing  compound  mix  they  expand,  causing  separation  of  the 
outer  lining  from  the  fittings. and  hence  leakage. 

(3)  Rccomcndation:  Provisions  be  made  for  better  support  of 
the  nacelle  tank  an/’,  that  a  material  be  used  for  the  inner  lining  that 
has  a  lesser  tendency  to  wrinkle  and  crack. 

(U)  Command  Action:  This  command  has  requested  Direct  Support 
Unit  submit  an  EIR  to  accomodate  the  above  recomendations. 


i.  Other:  None 


!>  In  cl 

1.  Organizational  Chart 

2.  Personnel  Changes 

3.  Auth/Present  for  Duty  Strength 
U.  Aircraft  Status 

S>»  Ouarterly  Statistics 
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AVBAGC-0  (21  Nov  69)  1st  Ind 

SUBJECT i  Operational  Report  -  Lessons  Learned  of  the  212tn  Combat 
Aviation  Battalion  for  the  Period  Ending  31  October  1969 , 

RCS  CSFOK-65  (R2)(U) 

o  'JI  *59 

DA,  dEADQUATi .’DUS ,  1ST  AVIaTIuM  BRIGADE,  APC  96384 

THRU i  Commanding  General,  United  States  Army  Vietnam,  ATTN i  AV..GC-XT, 

APO  96375 

Commander-in-Chief,  United  States  Army  Pacific,  ATM.'i  GPu.-.JT, 
APO  96558 

TO  1  Assistant  Chief  of  Staff  for  Force  Development,  Department  of  the 
Army,  Washington,  D.C.  20310 

1.  This  headquarters  has  revievied  subject  report  and  concurs  witn  tne 
contents . 

2.  The  following  additional  comments  are  considered  pertinent! 

a.  Paragraph  2c(2),  page  6  addresses  problems  associated  with  "Hot" 
refueling.  Concur.  Walkway  Compound  Non-Slip,  FSN  5610-641-0426  is 
presently  available  in-country  in  sufficient  quantities  to  meet  unit 
needs.  Application  of  the  above  mentioned  compound  will  reduce  shifting 
or  slipping  of  parked  or  landing  aircraft. 

b.  Paragraph  2f(2),  page  8  addresses  the  problem  of  testing  AN/URC- 
10  survival  radios.  The  test  set  referenced  should  be  an  Ah/URn-172  and 
the  radio  referenced  should  be  AN/URC-10.  Coordination  was  made  by  this 
headquarters  with  USARV  Avionics,  1st  Logistical  Command  Commodity 
Manager  for  test  equipment  and  AMMC  Avionics  Division  on  this  item. 

There  are  no  available  assets  in-country,  USARV  Avionics  and  AIG-iC 
requested  that  requisitions  be  submitted  by  units  to  AMMC  using  AOE 
coding  and  citing  the  -12  manual  as  authority.  AMMC  will  forward 
requisitions  to  CONUS  for  action .  Units  should  requisition  one  test 
set  per  company,  troop  and  detachment  sized  unit  authorized  AIJ/URC-10 
survival  radio's.  This  headquarters  will  notify  subordinate  commands 
within  1st  Aviation  Brigade  of  requisitioning  procedures  and  action 

to  be  taken. 

c.  Paragraph  2h,  page  9  addresses  fuel  cell  leakage  problems  on 
U-21  aircraft.  IAU  TM  38-?50,  page  3“51»  Preparation  of  Equipment 
Improvement  Recommendation  (Elk),  the  unit  has  been  advised  of  its 
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AVBAGC-0  (21  Nov  69)  1st  Ind 

3'JBJECTi  Operational  Report  -  Lessons  Learned  of  the  212th  Combat 
Aviation  Battalion  for  the  Period  Ending  JL  October  1969 » 
RCS  C3F0R-65  (R2)(U) 

responsibility  in  preparing  an  KIR  on  defective  equipment  rather  t:.an 
referring  it  to  the  direct  supi>ort  maintenance  unit  for  action. 

FOR  THE  COMMANDER  1 


AlVniL’H  W.  U'rtLB 

CPI  AGO 


y 


Copy  1st  Ind  Fumi 
CO,  212th  Avn  Bn  (Cbt) 
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AVHGC-DBT  (21  Nov  69)  2d  Ind 

BUBJECT:  Operational  Report-Lessons  Learned  of  the  21 2th  Combat  Aviation 
Battalion  for  the  period  ending  31  October  1969,  KCS  CSFOR-65 
(K2)  (U) 

HmA^UaKTbRo ,  UNITED  STATmb  ARi-if,  Vix^FNAM,  APO  San  Francisco  96373  <  , 

TO:  Commander  in  Chief,  United  States  Army,  Pacific,  ATTN:  GPOP-DT, 

APO  96558 

1 .  (U)  This  headquarters  has  reviewec  the  Operational  Report-Lessons 
Learned  for  the  quarterly  period  ending  31  October  19o9  from  Headquarters, 
212th  Combat  Aviation  battalion. 

2.  (c)  Comments  follow: 

a.  (C)  Reference  item  concerning  "M-22  Armament  System",  page  7,  para¬ 
graph  2f(l);  nonconcur.  Assault  Helicopter  Companies  can  not  afford  the 
luxury  of  tying-up  one  of  their  presently  assigned  aircraft  for  a  special 
weapons  system  such  as  the  M-22.  The  M-22  system  is  the  only  aerial  weapons 
system  available  in-country  for  use  against  enemy  armor.  USAhV  Avn  is  query¬ 
ing  all  units  within  KVh  to  determine  if  a  requirement  fcr  this  system  cur¬ 
rently  exists  or  the  system  should  be  held  in  reserve  for  use  against  a 
possible  future  enemy  armor  threat. 

b.  (U)  Reference  item  concerning  "The  AN/URM-172  Test  Set",  page  8, 
paragraph  2f(2),  and  the  1st  Indorsement,  para  2b;  nonconcur.  Some  aviation 
units  have  only  the  newer  AN/URC-68  survival  radios  and  have  no  use  for  the 
AN/URK-172  Test  Set.  However,  units  having  the  AN/URC-10  radio  should  submit 
requisitions  as  outlined  in  the  1st  Indorsement. 

c.  (U)  Reference  item  concerning  "Fuel  Leakage  on  U-21A  Aircraft",  page 
9,  paragraph  2h,  and  1st  Indorsement,  paragraph  2c;  concur.  Fuel  cellB  are 
supported  by  either  a  nylon  cord  laced  thru  D-rings  or  by  snaps  as  explained 
in  section  V,  TM  55-1510-209-35.  The  supporting  devices,  if  properly  instal¬ 
led,  should  support  the  cells  in  such  a  manner  as  to  prevent  sagging  or  wrink¬ 
ling.  Improper  installation  or  failure  of  the  supporting  devices  will  allow 
the  cell  to  collapse  as  fuel  is  consumed  with  possible  damage  resulting  to  the 
fuel  cell.  Unit  should  check  for  proper  installation  in  accordance  with  the 
-35  manual.  An  KIR  should  be  submitted  for  each  failure  to  provide  the  neces¬ 
sary  trend  data  required  to  cause  a  technical  review  to  be  made  by  UBAAVSCOM 
engineers. 

FOR  THE  COMMANDER: 


l.  D.  MURRAY^ 
r  r,  a  r  T 
A  jr.!  A  j!  I  •  :r.es  ul 
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GPOP-DT  (21  Nov  69)  3d  Ind  (U) 

SUBJECT:  Operational  Report  of  HQ,  212th  Combat  Aviation  Battalion  for 
Period  Ending  31  October  1969,  RCS  CSFOR-65  (R2)  (U) 

HQ,  US  Army,  Pacific,  APO  San  Francisco  96558  g  7  0 

TO:  Assistant  Chief  of  Staff  for  Force  Development,  Department  of  the 

Army,  Washington,  D,  C,  20310 

This  headquarters  concurs  in  subject  report  as  indorsed. 

FOR  THE  COMMANDER  IN  CHIEF: 


CPT,  AGC 
Asst  AG 
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ORGANIZATIONAL  STRUCTURE 

212th  Aviation  Battalion  (Combat) 

APO  S.F.  963149  (Marble  Mountain  Air  Facility) 

HIIC  212th  CAB 

APO  963U9  (KM&F,  Da  Nang) 

519th  Medical  Detachment 
APO  9631.I9  (IMF  Da  Nang) 

21st  Aviation  Company  (UA) 

APO  S.F.  9637U  (Chu  Lai) 

1st  Platoon 

APO  963149  (MMAF  Da  Nang) 

2nd  Platoon 

APO  9637U  (Chu  Lai) 

3rd  Platocn 

APO  9637U  (Chu  Lai) 

62nd  Aviation  Company  (Corps) 

APO  S.F.  96300  (Phu  Bai) 

131st  Avi  .tion  Company  (SA) 

APO  S.F.  96308  (Thu  Bai) 

220th  Aviation  Company  (UA) 

APO  S.F.  963  08  (Phu  Bai) 

59th  Signal  Detachment 
APO  96308  (Phu  Bai) 

13Uth  Pfedical  Detachment 
APO  96308  (Phu  Bai) 

2h5th  Aviation  Company  (SA) 

APO  S.F.  963U9  ( MAF  DaNang) 

282nd  Aviation  Company  (AH) 

APO  S.F.  963k9  (MHIF  Da  Nang) 
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